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Re: Serious Medical Incident in School

I regret to inform you that this week there was a serious incident in school that required a
student to receive medical attention. The cause of this is possibly linked to vaping. I am sure
that you are aware that it is illegal for anyone under 18 to purchase vapes and the long-
term medical impact of vaping is not yet fully understood. There is a great deal of
information on vaping from ASH here: ASH resources on youth vaping - ASH

However, in recent months there has been a growing and significant risk from the illegal
supply of vape fluid laced with THC cannabis oil and synthetic Spice. These cannot be
purchased legally and are produced and distributed by criminals. This is a national problem
and there have been many reports of young people suffering significant and very serious
medical problems when using these fluids. For example: Teenage boy collapsed after one puff
of vape bought in 'counterfeit capital' Cheetham Hill | ITV News Granada

There is a possibility that the incident at Handsworth Grange Community Sports College this
week was caused by the use of these illegal fluids. It goes without saying that we are taking
this possibility very seriously and we are working with many agencies, including South
Yorkshire Police, The Corner, Sheffield ‘Smokefree’ and a range of wider safeguarding
partners to ensure young people are safe and protected from the risk. All our students have
attended an assembly, delivered by The Corner, to highlight the risk of buying and
consuming illegal vape products. We have also held a range of information sessions for
students, facilitated by The Corner and spent sessions in tutor and PHCSE lessons around
the dangers surrounding vaping. We will continue to build this into our curriculum as we
move into the next term.

When young people purchase and use THC or Spice vape oil they are being exploited by
criminals, they are putting themselves at considerable medical risk and they are committing
a criminal offence. If staff suspect that any student is carrying or using vapes on school
premises, then we may need to search for it following the procedures as outlined on page
13 in our behaviour policy —

POLICIES : Statutory Information : Handsworth Grange (hgcsc.co.uk)

Any vape materials discovered will be confiscated and the student sanctioned appropriately
including the consideration of suspension and even permanent exclusion. Should illegal
substances be found then the student will also be reported to the police and in all instances
parents or carers informed.
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The priority of Handsworth Grange Community Sports College is to keep young people safe.
My intention is not to cause alarm with this letter and if students are misusing substances,
then the numbers will be low. I would very much appreciate your support in reinforcing the
messages about the use of illegal substances and vapes in general. If you do have any
further information regarding this issue, then please do report it in to school or to South
Yorkshire Police using the 101 service; I have also attached a useful information leaflet,
below, to help support parents with the associated risks of vaping.

Yours sincerely

S Mattock
Headteacher
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At The National College, we provide everything educators and trusted adults need to strengthen, manage and evidence their professional, and personal development, in one place, on one platform.
This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.thenationalcolioge.co.uk for further information and resources.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 11 to 17-year-olds experimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023. It's concerning that these age-restricted products are getting into the hands
of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental to brain development and cause long-term addiction.

Some schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school

toilets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks among young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapers.
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